
   Advance Heathcote Inc 
Autumn Newsletter 2017                                                                                                                              Edition Number Three 
 
 

Advance Heathcote Inc was established in January 2015 following the review and redevelopment of the 2014-2017 Heathcote & District 
Community Plan. The third Newsletter reports on the five Theme Group activities/projects listed in our Community Plan.     
 

Heathcote Township Plan 

The Greater Bendigo Residential Strategy (2014) identified Heathcote as a town that has the capacity to grow and develop and 
offer a lifestyle alternative to living in the Bendigo urban area. Heathcote was identified on the basis that it is a well-established 
town, has a good range of services and facilities and importantly, there is potential for further growth.   

There is no current plan to guide the future growth of Heathcote but despite this the town has been growing by an average of 25 
dwellings a year over the past 6 years. There has also been growth in tourism, commercial and retail services over this time. 

The City of Greater Bendigo Councillors resolved to commence preparation of the Heathcote Township Plan that will provide a 
framework for the town to sustainably grow. It will go beyond planning for new housing but will also consider Heathcote’s future 
commercial, community and transport needs. The Township Plan will take up to 9 months to complete. 

Community input into the Township Plan is critical and there will be numerous opportunities to be involved including a survey, 
community workshops and participation on a Reference Group. The official launch of the Heathcote Township Plan is at 10.00am 
Friday, 19th May at the Heathcote Bowls Club – RSVP by 17th May on 5434 6148 or strategyunit@bendigo.vic.gov.au. If you would 
like to be kept informed on the progress of the Township Plan or participate in consultation opportunities please contact the City of 
Greater Bendigo on 03 5434 6292 or email: strategyunit@bendigo.vic.gov.au.

Arts, Culture, History & Events 
 
The official launch of the RSL Hall Improvement Project was 
held on 12th April to co-incide with the Eppalock Ward 
Councillors’ Tour of Heathcote & District. This Project was 
listed in the original 2007 Community Plan and it is a sense of 
relief that it has been successfully completed after ten years! 
$112,685 was spent on the improvements resulting in a new 
heating and cooling system, lighting, kitchen upgrade plus 
new dining crockery and cutlery. The RSL Hall improvements 
offer quality equipment for weddings, parties, fundraisers, 
tourism and corporate events. Keep this venue in mind for 
your next family, community or corporate events. 
 

 
 

Lisa Chesters MP for Bendigo, Margaret O’Rourke, Mayor-City of Greater 
Bendigo & Michael Prowse, Manager Heathcote Community Bank cutting the 
ribbon at the launch of the RSL Hall Improvement Project 

 

 
 

New dining tableware now available at the RSL Hall 

 
Built & Natural Environment Theme Update 
 
The major progress since the last Newsletter is that we have 
instigated discussions with City of Greater Bendigo to 
implement the Pink Cliffs stage of the Spur Trails Network 
around Heathcote. The plan is to utilise existing walking and 
cycling pathways, bike lanes and laneways to create the Pink 
Cliffs loop which starts and ends at the Visitors Centre, joins 
the O’Keefe Trail, runs past the historic cemetery, loops 
across to Pink Cliffs Road and onto the entrance, then returns 
to Visitors Centre. The Trail is approximately 8 km long and 
suitable for young riders, families, groups and walkers and 
explores a range of Heathcote attractions. Also, 
comprehensive signage along the Trail is part of the plan.  
 



A working map showing the potential route -  subject to final 
surveying and approvals process. 
 

 
 

Employment, Education & Training Theme Update 

The Employment, Education & Training Theme Group has 
continued collaboration with representatives of the Health & 
Wellbeing Theme Group exploring and promoting options for 
the establishment of local child care services for residents of 
Heathcote & District. The Loddon Mallee Preschool 
Association is the lead contact for this initiative. 

The third Heathcote Community Games opening ceremony and 
first event was held on 24 March 2017, enthusiastically 
supported by 330 local primary school children participating 
in a District Sports Day on Barrack Reserve. 
 

Health & Wellbeing Theme Group Update 
 
By the time you read this Newsletter, 2017 O’Keefe Rail Trail 
Marathon, now known as Run Cycle Walk & Roll the O’Keefe 
will have been held on 22-23 April 2017 attracting over 750 
entries. In addition to the Marathon distance, other options 
this year included a 26 km event, a fun run/walk, 500 m or 
the very popular team’s event, the Ekiden Relay. Cycling is 
part of this event for the first time, the day before the Run, 
Walk & Roll. Further information is available at: 
www.theokeefe.com.au. 
 
The Heathcote Community Capacity Builders (HCCB) auspiced 
through the Heathcote Community House, holds monthly 
lunches or dinners involving representatives from a broader 
range of local community groups. Further information on the 
HCCB is available via the Heathcote Community House on  
5431 0930 or reception@heathcotecommunityhouse.org.  
 
Heathcote Health has completed a significant refurbishment of 
its residential aged care facilities, including a fire safety 
upgrade, with funding from the Victorian Department of Health 
and Human Services. In conjunction with the City of Greater 
Bendigo, arrangements are currently being finalised for a 
crowdfunding campaign to progress the Heathcote Dementia 
Village proposal.  
 
If you are interested in joining the Health & Wellbeing Group, 
or simply attending a Theme Group Meeting, contact our 

Theme Champion, Dan Douglass at Heathcote Health on  
5431 0900.   
 

Infrastructure & Economic Development Theme Update 
 

Barrack Stadium Re-Development – This project is making 
excellent progress and will be completed by the end of June 
2017. The Re-Development Project has resulted in light open 
spaces, several community multi-purpose rooms, a small 
meeting room and improved facilities for our sporting clubs.  
 

 
 

 

Recent site visit at Barrack Stadium with Community Members 
 

Natural Gas - The Brookfield Regional Networks Natural Gas 
installation continues. Reticulation works have commenced 
with a connection date for businesses and households in late 
2018. 
 

Coliban Water Sewerage Extension - This project has 
experienced some delays and is now scheduled for completion 
in the second half of 2018. 
 

Signage - The Draft Signage Report has been completed and 
is now in the hands of VicRoads and the City of Greater 
Bendigo for inclusion in appropriate budgets. Once finalised, 
they will be available for viewing. This draft report covers both 
regional signage as well as in-town directional signage for 
services and facilities. 
 

Footpaths - The City of Greater Bendigo have agreed to 
undertake a review of all footpaths in the town as part of the 
Township Plan and report back to the community the budget 
allocation and schedule for the completion of works. 
 

Visitor Centre Public Toilet - This has been a long-standing 
issue and the City of Greater Bendigo have acknowledged that 
it is in need of attention. Margaret O’Rourke, Mayor of the City 
of Greater Bendigo recently announced that $300,000 has 
been allocated to renew the Heathcote public toilet in the 
coming 2017-2018 Budget. 
 

Chauncey Street Footbridge - Council have agreed to review 
this request and consider a revised plan which is considerably 
cheaper than previous solutions proposed. 
 

Street Beautification - Council have agreed to draw up revised 
plans for the four corners surrounding the Visitor Centre and 
concept details will be shared shortly. 

 

Keep in touch with Advance Heathcote Inc on: 
info@advanceheathcote.com  
www.advanceheathcote.com

	


